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How a Bill Becomes a Law in New York State

A Bill is
Introduced by

/’\

Is Referred to:

A Member
in the Assembly

A Senator
in the Senate

Is Referred to:

An Appropriate
Standing Committee

An Appropriate
Standing Committee

Public Hearing

Possible Amendment
Committee Report
Action Defeat

Hold for Consideration
Dual Referral

If Reported, Goes to: If Reported, Goes to:

Senate Assembly
General Orders Second Reading
Calendar Calendar
If Advanced, Goes to: If Advanced, Goes to:
Senate Assembly

Third Reading Calendar
for Final Vote on
Assembly Floor

Third Reading Calendar
for Final Vote on
Senate Floor

Must "age" for three legislative days.* Subject here to
Amendment, Star, Lay Aside, Recommittal, Loss, or
Tabling. If Passed, it goes to other house, where it is
treated as a new bill as noted above.

If Assembly passes
bill unchanged,** it
returns to Senate
for transmittal to:

If Senate passes

bill unchanged,** it
returns to Assembly
for transmittal to:

Governor,***
for signature, making it a
"Chapter" (law), or for Veto.

The State Constitution requires the printed bill to be on Members' desks for three calendar legislative days.
This procedure may only be shortened by "Message of Necessity" for immediate vote from the Governor.

If changed, the house of origin must concur before it goes to the Governor.

Governor has 10 days, excluding Sundays, to act on bills sent by 10 days before adjournment.

If Governor does not act in that time, the bills automatically become law. Governor has 30 calendar days
after Legislature adjourns to act on other bills; these bills may not become law without the Governor's
approval ("pocket veto").



